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Do not believe that the work of the Magi is complete,
With thousands of undrunk wines, the vine is still replete.

Iqbal, Message from the East (1923)



Table of Contents

Foreword ............................................................................................................................... 3

Miguel Ángel Andrés-Toledo
Manuscripts of the Zoroastrian short liturgies at the K. R. Cama Oriental Institute .... 5
 
David B. Buyaner 
On the Etymology of the Old Iranian Term for “Iron” ............................................ 51

Alberto Cantera
Avestan Texts in Context: Fragments Westergaard 6 and 7 and the Paragṇā ......... 69

Touraj Daryaee
The Serpentine Man in Iranian Myth ........................................................................... 107

Shervin Farridnejad
Zoroastrian Pilgrimage Songs and Ziyārat-nāmes .................................................... 115

Ramiyar P. Karanjia
Religious and Community Issues Addressed in the Early Twentieth 

Century by the Athornan Mandal, a Trust for Priests ........................................ 193

Jean Kellens
What is a ratu sarəδa? ...................................................................................................... 215



Götz König
Studies on the History of Rationality in Ancient Iran III:
      Philosophy of Nature ................................................................................................ 219

Firoze M. Kotwal 
Gãthũ Bhārvā nī Kriyā – The Ritual of Preserving a Burning Knotted 
     Billet Beneath the Fire-Ash ................................................................................... 239

Maria Macuch
Descent in Frēdōn’s Line: An Epic Narrative in the Light of Zoroastrian Law .......... 253

Antonio Panaino 
The Corpus of the Yašts and their Pahlavi Translations: Considering
       a Textual Lacuna ........................................................................................................ 273

Ludwig Paul & Jonas Elbers
Caspian Calendar Names and their Etymologies  ...................................................... 301

Jenny Rose
Mithra and Mercurius: Two Pictures of Divine Agency in the Death of Julian ......... 311



 Foreword

In honour of Philip G. Kreyenbroek: A life dedicated to 
Iranian Studies

This volume is a collection of articles dedicated to one of the 
most distinguished scholars of Iranian Studies and a most prolific 
teacher of Zoroastrian and Kurdish literatures and religions, Philip 
G. Kreyenbroek, and to his scientific work, on the belated occasion 
of his seventieth birthday in 2018. He was professor and director of 
the Institute of Iranian Studies at the Georg-August University of 
Göttingen from 1996 to 2017. Over the past decades, he has studied, 
published and taught on various aspects of his interests, including 
Zoroastrianism, Yezidism, minority religions among the Kurds, oral 
literature and culture, ancient Iranian literature and languages, and 
memory in Iranian cultures. 

Since the 1990s, Kreyenbroek has established a fresh methodological 
approach to reading and understanding Zoroastrian literature for the 
sake of a new understanding of the history of the faith, based on the 
consideration of orality. His research in this regard has profited greatly 
from his other pioneering works on Yezidis and the Ahl-e Ḥaqq as 
well as their oral traditions. By focusing on the oral character of the 
Zoroastrian tradition and highlighting the long oral transmission 
of Avestan texts, he has succeeded in paving a new path to permit 
reconstruction of pre- and early Islamic Zoroastrianism, as well as 



enabling the revelation of a concrete textual history in Avestan studies. 
The significance of Kreyenbroek’s contribution to future research 
on Zoroastrianism is based on its methodological combination of 
the study of different aspects of orality to philological and historical 
questions. It thereby opens the way to a dynamic reconstruction of the 
history of the faith, drawing on the strength of textually based history, 
namely the restitution of the historical circumstances and relating it to 
the general history of pre-Islamic Iran. 

As a former student of his, I always enjoyed his keen humour and 
benefited beyond all description from all his dedicated attempts to 
provide his students with a well-rounded liberal education, to furnish 
them with all necessary tools for intellectual and critical grappling 
with different subjects. Being always optimistic and cheerful, he 
continues to be an encouraging voice calling others to the fascinating 
study of Zoroastrianism. This stunning accomplishment is a sign of his 
generous spirit, which, united with an original intellectual mind and 
great sense of wit, has made every moment of compiling this volume 
worth its while for me and surely for all who have contributed.

This most modestly sized Festschrift in honour of Philip G. 
Kreyenbroek consists of thirteen  contributions, brings together 
some of the best known experts in their fields to reflect the love and 
admiration of his students, colleagues and friends, and is representative 
of some of his wide-ranging scholarly interests, including Zoroastrian 
literature and rituals as well as Iranian philology and mythology. I have 
been truly fortunate to have worked with such patient colleagues and 
friends in collecting the essays for this volume, to all of whom I would 
like to express my sincere thanks. Furthermore, I would particularly 
like to thank Touraj Daryaee (University of California, Irvine) for his 
generous support for the publication of this volume. I am also grateful 
to Arne Bansch, Aidin Farridnejad, Rebecca Stengel and Céline 
Redard, who have given me a great deal of help in various academic 
and technical matters. 

 Shervin Farridnejad
Berlin, December 2019




